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. Naturally, the Fall list will.
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thanks tc 211 fhoqe ni+ vou who sent cards .
;letters ﬁf cnnﬁrb+ul tlnn ‘on the birth of the
FaP thos® whn missed the, news, we

©. .| agcerpted geliveﬂy nf .o 716 ha by £irl on Oct.!
£ 8th {4 p.m.)

‘Going well,
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“oth Vilerie dnd Sandra Mery are
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vho mailed ug a peoutiful li+ble

dress_Ior Sandy, alongz ‘with the explanctory



nnte that tho parcel contained !'fron wrc“rin’s' L further tapge
suppnrrted NGY for TiFF, Very many thoenks ron, ~nc we hoxe to have
yru come a- viqitln" t~ see us 71l 1n the nex future.

¥o nomss, No pack-crill i1s a vell known phrase, and it

¢eme to mind very forelbly ofter T had mailed out the luat lasue
of ERG. In adiition tn the OMTx copies, I also mailed out a
large number of conles tn asgsortsd friencds and the like, The loecal
newsp“rer replied with a very encrura ins letter. ., letter from

ED HUNTZw in the Shetlan' Isles raised my morale 100% it wos so
cmmnliwentary— (n the other hond,.ond this is where the 'No narme!
routine comes in,..I sent conpics tn cert~in nenple nn the OMPA
waiting 1igt. .. T presumec THEY wruld have been even more interested
than either cur loenl newspaper, or non-memher Frec, Seeris I was
wrons s they never bothersd to ncknowledre the thing, let 2lone
comment., Frec will soon hecome 2 member, 2s his nome is new ing
the top ~f the 1list, if his future moilins~ crmpliments rather than
comments aBe ns rond s the letbter I received, Ompa 1s Gue for o
nleagant swrrise.

In case I dldn't sty so enyrhere else, let me quiekly point
~ut *that In the 29th mailinge, I aword my own Dersnn"il Oscar te Ltom's
cover for Scottishe 2s ths heet cover in the mailing, and the erver
for 'The Wall! was the mnat strivin, one in the issue,

The Sextrn Dlnke riecce in thls issue was not N obtained
via either Ferry Mason, ror o time machine, and tn ﬂ’ \s&ve you
vriting, T don't know ¢here Tony 1s these days
either, This niece wos from the reserve emersency
Triode file, and sinece TRICDE lonks 1like staying
sormolent for many 2 lons monn, I thousht I hod
Yetter use 1t un in this issus, :

Reeently had a Poctsarcd from Ken Slater
tn the effeet that he has finnlly secured for mg
the final two Lmz, eplscdss of Doc Snith's serial
'The Golaxy PFrimes' I am now carerly avmiting their
arrival so0 I can disconver if the oond Doctor his heiked= 'T
himgelf out of the derths ~lumlel in !'Vortex Iloster!.=(C
Sinee I'm 2 plutton for -unishment, I‘VD.”lqo ngked ., :
Lsrny Faursrud to et me ths cmrics of 'IF' with ths gnnd Doo's
latest serinl inside, I hope he's 1%Prﬂvin“, tut methinks he
would have hteen 1s ~sf if so.

Three new authors are to rrace WEV J0uLDS in the nsar
future (or at least, NOV.L Muvlivations) Ierny Haurarud has sold
s story to Ted, anc will rr-hobly arpear in SF.50 LN BURNS
has 2180 joinsd the ranks, an¢ finﬂlly, our Department Heaw of
Fnslish, PRL.N 5uLL after pest rins me far wesks for literary
criticism (hah!) hos placed = story with Tsd Carnell, Now I have
t~ tuy 2 story which I had 2 hund in forming. Life pets tedious,

4 final word in yeur shsll like lur 'nles, Ethel Lindsay
1s 2 gnnct lasa, but have you ewr ernsicder:d that == don't went to
lose her ¢ In view of thils, mzy I venture tn su - est that you
vote EDDIE JONES FOR TiFF....anu save Lthel for the home mrrket,

TTEFN,



ARSI XTON NS A AT

Z)/z/ | 7&)3‘3/ j//z 77 72

N

It is with deep regret that I announce the
recent death of ths celesbrated Baker Street
detective, Mr. Sexton Blaks,

He was In his day, pérhaps -the world's
srecatest scientific flghter of crime. In a
60 year long heyday, he was frequently to
be found with a microscope close at hand
there was o laboratory installed in the
Baker Strecet headquarters of the celebrated
investigator, and if you should doubt the
scientifiec proweas of the braln behind the
balding cranium, I would refer you to a
1928 caac, "The Problem of the Broken Stick"
In which a quilc¥ glance at an unidentified
svening sulccd corpse enabled Blake to
inform a baffled Scotland Yard man that not only was this an out-of
work saxophone player (shades of the Goon show) but he iavarilably
pPlayed the heavier, basz instrument.

The creator of Blake is unknown. The detective first appeared
in the popular perlodlcals of the Amalgsmated Press in the 1890's |
following closely uoon the auvent of Sherlock Holmes. That he was
based upon Conan Doyle'l's detective can hardly be coubtzd: consider
the rooms in Baker St., the pondering over kuotty cases while garbed
in a dresgsing gown, the preference for a curved vipe, and the tend-
ency to "scientific" methods. Blake grev quizkly in popular appeal.
The magazine which carried his acventures waskly, "The Union Jack"
(1894-1933) is claimed as the longest running popular weekly to be
Issuzd by the Amaigemated Press apart from ths condz-papers 'Chipsf
and 'Comic Cuts',

As was th2 case with Holmcs, many people helieved that Sexton
Blak%e was a living and breathing man., His battle against crime took
him to Just about every corner of the globe, Brighton, Honolulu,
Calecutta or Bear Creek, Idaho and ¢vory point of ths compassg between
rgre antl-crime battlsgrounds on which Blake @ncountered the
'shadowy! form, or the tcull thud'....... And now he has passed !

A less severe critic thun myself would say Sexton Blake has
merely besen reborn - but I say that he hes beuin murdered. He has
been chewed up and spat out by the grindstones of the Chandler and
Dashiell Hamnett school of detective fletion. Those wno knew him in
his hevday as the relentlsss, aquilin: nosed, gentlemanly detective
would not now recognise him, Bven failthful Tinker, the cheery faced
youth who never aged a day In sixty ysars, has gone - cast off in
favour of a pretty sscretary vhose legs the new Blake would appear
to find most interesting, It must be confossed that the new Blake



scems to have braken the long rostraint; no no longoer battles ths §
great unprincipled with the- hi*hest traditions of the playing flelds
of Bton in mind, ‘Let us consider the Stryton Blake of.traditien,

y, B.8,Turner, author of "Boys will be boys", the most cntor-
talning volume on-popular dncliuh fiction a uoo:olo<1st or anyone
¢lse ever wrote, gives us a cl:ar outline of th. dlstinguiuhua
carcer iIn a ehacter dcvoted to the celebrated detective, He tells
us that the ¢arliest knovwn appearance of blake seems to be In 2
short story of 1893, but he is not satisficd that was positiviely the
first appearance, Bi: wag then worlking in a not-tbo-firm partnesrshilp
with a Prench Investigateor. In the carly 19C0's he was working at
top pressure with an office and e statf, such hich pressure indecd,
that he was forced tc ta¥. a rest and what Mr Turncer descrilbes as
"the great purge of 1904" resulted. The detvetive's staff was dils-
missed wlth ths single exception of Tinker, the bright-facsd youth,
Mr Turner quotes the story whieh enced the estoBlished order of
plake's 1ifs, but sect uv a naw ard long-lasting order: "Tinker would
always remain. They were part and parcsl of cach other's lives"
Torth remembering thoss two sentences.

Prior to World #war Cne, blaic was callsd In by a great nuwnbsr
of highly placed p3rsonages - not cxagiuci ag the ¥ailger himself, The
f4rat war to end wars say him firmly at grips with the more cunning
of his country's encmies and the 1220°s saw hlm s0lidly :ntrenched
ng a pnpular favourite to the cxtent that Sexton Blake plays and
films wers touring the land. The thirtlcs and fortles, saw the Baker
3t. pair no less determin&d 1n their battleaz agsinst criminals and
Nazis,.

The Baker Street scot-up, vhick existed from 1904 to 1256 was
one Ynown to thousands of rusders almost as wcll as thelr own home
circumstances. Thore was Mrs, Bard.ll, th: bosomy lanclady. Her namc
wag a2 theft from Dickens and h2r manncer‘cf spacch taken from the
mouth of Mrs Halaprop. Thire wag Pedro, the falthful and very useful
Yloodhouné. Theres was the Gruy Fanthor, vhich was a motor car to #nd
all rorseless carrisges, and thore was, of courss, Tinker -~ - Tinker
rhn through fifty odd years, was hludguoned, shot at, gassed, tlea
down in-'a cellar whils it slovly flcoded, 1léft abandoned cn the
grating of a Parsse death-towar in India and faced almost every
~other nepll that flectlion can dcvise, at the
|s1de of hiz beloved "vuvinop"

Congider th: new Blaks, Here he 13 in
"Dark Mambco" by W, Hovard Baker, -4 recently’
published adventurz., We £1ind his hoadquarters
have bisn transferred to Berkely Sguare,
though he.stidl lives in Bokexr Ste, in an
"apartm:nt" whaersz there would appear to.be no
Wrs Bardzll tn wateh over him, The curvzd pips
arpears to have gzone, Blaks aprarentily pref-
2rring cigarafukq vhich he taps slowly on his
thunb-nail vhils r:flicting - on ¢hat a damned
goraia world 1t is.




6 The Berkaly Souarc office hss two typists, Marion Lang and Mlss
Pringle. .Tinker, who was once "rart and parcel! of blake'!s 1ife would
scem to have follouha Mrs Bardell and the curved plpe into oblivion,.
It 1s of soms comfart to note that Blgle still wears a drﬂssing—bown
cvzn 1f 1t 13 red sllk, covering blue linen pyjamas. .

The style of thils Blake 1s dlstinetly Chandlerish, He moves
through the world with a chip on his shoulder. Lz 1s given to contem-
olatlng lsdlestlegs, a thing In would nover have done in the deys
whan you could se: only their ankles, or in
the twentles when thars was nn cause to
complaln of a lack of feminline undercarriage.
Worse still, the police faill to recognise
him, In "Dark Mambo", a constable asks hinm,
"hat's your name,sir 2" & question which
would be unthinkabls in ths gzlad days,
There wag a time when his friendly rival,
Inspector Goutts of the Yard, would berdly
consider taking after a blcvclc thicf with-//
sut calling in Blake; and policemen on the
b2at would salute him as a reflex-artion {gf
vhich after all, ia fitting for on¢ who (f‘
(in fiction at least) was made Lord Mavor o
London in 1928.

Wr. Baker has given him a nocrvous
twitech of ths »yubrow which taking the
slxty gears of flooding cullars, Parases
death towers and belng tied to a r-ekit
vhich was belng shot at the moon - 13 not really out of character,
although a 1lttle late 1n showing ltself,

Blake now drlves a Bemtley, Tinker would secr to have driven
Mrs Bardell, Pedro and the curved pipe away in ths Grey Panther,
tsplacing uhC ever youthful Tinker 1s Paula Dans, who appears to bs -
to Blake as Della Street 1s to Perry Mason, I an not happy about this
replacement of Tinker by the wvanch Paula - it has brought out some-
thing in Blake whick few thought was thore, In "Dark Mambo",he denoess
wlth her. 8he seems to be con31aerab1v concerncd with p”esQing her-
gelf to him while he ¢l ghtens his arms around her. #hen he introduces
Paula to a Spanlard, the Ibsrian repeats the word "seerctary" and
smilingly mutters something about a colloguialism, Ths nusrness of
Paula scems to have a disturblng effeet on Blake's mind, Wthen hs sces
a clgarette girl in a tight dress, he reflects that i1f this girl
changsd so much as her mlnd, the world woula know about 1t, Worse
follows, He buys clgarsttes from her, "ana allowed her to lesn sgrinst
him for one brief moment. The vleasure and the clgarettes wore exp-
cnalve, This ia certainly not the Blake of the salad-days.

‘Not that Blake was evsr insenslible to feminine charms. He had
kis momente even very early In his carcer, but hils relations with the
ladies were alwavs 1n the most laudable traditions of the English
zentleman,

Mr Turner's rescarches reveal that there was an affair with a
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lady named Lily Ray v3ry £arly in his.carcer anda the Unlon Jack of
March 15th 1030 1lct us in on the scheéming willes of Mademe Roxanc,
vho wanted Blake to hersclf and had im carted aboard a yacht while.
unconsciouvs, In thils story, thuvork of Georgc Hamilton Teed, Blake
iid a stint of woench-holding. "Blak: acarcely rcallsed how closely
he had been hnlding her", reads a sentonce, Blake can bg seen to be
acting in a correct gentlemanly manner when it 1s €xpleined that be.
has just picked the girl up (literally) after a road accildent, and
is calming her, No taking pleasure s in allowing Aaam's rib to lean
apgainat him for a briz=f momsnt hare, . :

In the great days, Blake faccd and liguldated a successinon
of gangs and sinlster criminal mast:r minds. Not the least of the
latter was the bearced buecan:.r, George Maraden Plummer who was
always one lsap ahead of Scotland Yard, whieh is not surprising
gince he was once one of that institutionh el verest officars,
Flummer was, llke Roxane, tho creatlon of G.H,Tzed, Mr Tecd appear-
¢d to have a vweekness for feterine andé not noticeably- law-abiding
wromanhood. When Plummer was not battling secicty in company with a
beautiful spy-type named Vall Mata-Vsll he was dolng so with an
American film star nemed Muriel Merl, titled the 'super vamp'!. To
quote Mr, Teed she was '"not of the type that threw themselves about
hoavily, crudely: not of the quicter, yat still flashy type of
thzir successors. She was in a elass by herscelf"™ She was further
rrescntad to the audiencs as "the mystory blonde of Hollywood".
That she "haa thrown over her vhol: film carzcr, contracts.worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars and retired, apparsntly to her .
palace in Beverly Hills to lusd a life of apperent nun-like sec-
lusion” was merely a blind for the most un nun-1ike of activities.
That she fell heavily for Plummer can hardly b¢ wondered at, since,
Mr Tead tells us; "Gsorgs Marsden Plumrisr was e magnificent figurs
of a man."

Thers was too, Zenlth the Albino, whe led Blake a series of
merry dances, created by Antkhony Skene, There was the Crime Minister
created by Robert Murray., There was the Green Gargoyle, of the ugly
verdant  features; Paul Cynos, the scheming ex-convict for whose
arrest hug: posturs offerca £5,000; Walco ths Wondaer Man, an illus-
1~niast turn:d crook and thare was the "Criminals Confederation”, a
cathering of master minds who having Gisappcared apparently for ever
in a dcbacle on a place caull:d Voleanie .1slana, turned up some
1ittls time later all alive and kicking with renewed vigour at the
founaations of law and order.

Tre Sexton Blake auvthors were not sverse to taking a real-
Jife ease as the basls for a Bleke aaventure, Take "The Man on The
Stairs" for instance, bascd under the thinnest of vells on the
famous Oscar Slater case. Oscar Slater was 1lmprisoned for life in
1902 after belng charged with the murder of Miss Marion Gilchrist,
founa battared to death in 2 Glasgow tenement house. The cvldence
sccuring Slater's convietion was flimsy, conslsting mainly of a
parn ticket, supposcdaly for Miss Gillchrist's stolen jewsllry and.
the vague ldentification by witnesses of Slater as a man seen bricf-
ly on an 111-1it stairway in th: houss, Slater clalmed he was across
the Atlantic at the tims of the murder, and indecd, before ths Oscar



Slater story was played out, witnessss were br-
ought from Canada to prove he was there at the
time in question., Nevertheless,Slater was jal-
led, to be released after more than twenty
yuars of public and press outery. #hen "The Man
on the Stairs" was published (1928), he was
st1ll serving his sentence.

In ths story, the innocent victim of the
miscarr¥age of Justice was "Otto Slade"; the
location of the tenement house iIn which "Miss
Gilbertson" lived was Edinburgh. Her death was
identical with that of Miss Gilchrist and ths
evidence against 'Slade! was substantlally the
same g8 that against Slater. It was lwft to
Blake to track down the real killsr and restore
Slade's zood name after his rcleaase from
"Calderhead Prison"., T

To show how varied was the 1ifs cf Blake 1n his hs yday, the
weck following his unravelling of the slade mystery, he was to be
found In New Msxico, up ahalnst intrigue featuring Apache’ Indians.
The unknown author of thils evpie, incidenvally showed himself to be
none too happy In his Southwestern location. He was under the dist-
inet impression that New Mexico 1s prairie country, for ons thing.,
W¥or wag Mr Erlc Parker the e¢xcellent illustrator on very sure §
ground, the trapplngs and wigwams of his Indlans belonging to a-
culture of a far more northerly tribe that the desert dwelling
Apaches. To pursue criticism on these groundas is posst bly churlish,
however,- for whatever the discrepancies of detail in this story,thu
readers were glven full measure of actlecn and mystery,

Eric Parker dessrves further mention, his style was a loose
style whilch gives 1t a skatchy vigour and he is still an active
11Justrator. Throughout the latter days of the Unlon Jack, his work
11lustrating the Sexton Blake saga was immensely popular qna the
@dltor devised a scheme whereby the writers cf the most Interesting
letters were given Parker orlginasls, a practice to be later found -
In somé American sclence fiction magazlnes, Parker was also the
‘designer of the Sexton Blake bust given as a prize in a competition,
one of these was latsr to turn up In the booth of a fairground
phrenologlst with the cranlium marked off into various areas. One
wonders how the possessors of a 30 year old Blake bugt, or a Parker
original (and there must be some some“here) would feel towards the
new Chandlerised Blake,

Eric Parker was not the only artist to dellneate the advent~
ures of Blake, howevoer; others were Xenneth Brookes, Arthur Jones,
Alfred Sindall and Fred Bennett, to mention but a handfull. Fred
Bennett drew comic cockney costers In Punch before the first Worlad
“ar and 1t was posslbly bocause of this that almost every male
character he ever drew had hldeously baggy trousers. Blake however,
was sparcd thls indignity, but Bennet's 111ustrations were never
auite free of a comic quality. :
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For year after year 1n the Soxton Blake heyaay, d ght Blake
cpics - four lssues of the Unimn Jack and four titles of the Scxton
Blake library appcared o ery month, so it can bz scon that a battery
of writers were ongaged in keaping the saga moving. Posslibly there
1s a detailed 1ist of Blake seribes in exlstence somevhere, if so, it
rmst be impressive. To mention a faew who produced Szxxton Blake
storles betwsen the two great wars alone, therc were Antony Skene,
Robert Murray, Lewis Jackson, G.H.Tweed, Gwyn svans - 1t 1s on rec-
ord that thls euthor, who dics yourg onee turned out a full length
Blake novel 1in the short apece of a waekend when he was hard presssd
for funds. David McClulre, CGilbert Chester,finthony Parsons, arwlek
Jardins, Rex Hardinge, Donalé Stuart, who also wrote at least cne
Blake play. Hugh Clevely, R.L,Hadfiecld, € Malcolm Hincks and John
Hunter. It 13 signifieant that the new Blake storles bear names
comparatively new to ths fleld: Howard Bakser, who dld however turn
out some of the last of the Baker Strest, Tinker and Mrs Berdell
order -~ Arthur Kent and Petsr Saxon, The remalnder of the ola guard
who worked until recoently irn the field: Hardinge, Chester, Hunter,
Clevely, Parsons and Walter Tyrer, appear to have been jettisoned,

The 'Unlon Jack!' was not afraid tec gmbark on novelty, the
"Préoud Tram Mystery" series belng an example, In thils, a nurber of
favourite authors were given a set of facts touchlng the death of
sne Alfred Mowbray Proud, whose corpse was found on the top of a
Tram, They were suppllied wlth g 1llst of the contents of Proud's
pockets and each turned out a story with Prouc's death as the basis
of a Blak: adventure,

If, as Mr Turner has guggested, zuthors of considsrable stan-
aing 'chnsted' Blake storles for ready cash, their names would scem
to.have been kept a clesely guarded seerst, Margery Alilngham
howsver, had a back-of-ths-magaziné serial runnina in the "Unlon
Jack" in 1032 but the "Thriller" which apneared s8 = enrpanion papcr
in the "Jack's" latter daya, was esscntlslly the provinee of the big
names in deteetive fictlon, giving 1ts resders. Ecgar Wallace, Azstha
Christle, John G Brandon, ané Leslie (The Saint) Charteris for two
vanee a week,

For r1l krias scientifie deduction, the old Blake was slugglah
on the uptake i we hark back %o his feminine encourters onee more,
When he met June Severance, "a new forece entered his 1ife", Berhaps
it was ker "wonderously beazutiful slimncsa, the lovely turn of her
throat" that did it. BlaWe having pulled June out of Intrigue was
faced with the moment of goodbye at the ¢nd of the story. "She gave
him her hand, therc was an enigmatical expresaion in her decp violet
¢yes whlch Blaké could not fatho=n. Nor was he to understand 1t for a
long time, £h yes, the old Bleke has faded away, the new smart-
alecky Blake meeting up with June in her ¥nce revealing akirt would
fall head over hezls te 1nduce her to leun zgainst him,

And if an epltaph for Blakec must be written, let 1t bs the
sentence which recurrcd many times throughout his long story
"He i3 dead - murdercd "
THE END
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Best Cover .......... .;;....l.;..Scottishe
MOSt Striking COVGI‘. Bllerer ‘T e o en e e The Wallf
Most Interesting Mabaz1ne.......Vagary

The - above listihg is my own little contribution to adding a little
more interest to my mgiling comments. I'11l try and keep 1t up if
members think the ldea worth while.,.,to my mind, it shows just a
trifle more: apprtciation than a straig ht revue..what do you think?

QFF TRATILS. No great somment hert, txcept to say that I'm
pledsed to see a bit of humanity in the 1interpretation of the
rules..(viz Gerber, Shorrock, Roles etc), but I do deplore the
creditlng. of surplus pages bo another member.;.if this 1s to
become generel, then:f calculate I could keep at least one fully
éB NON~active member 1in Cmpa by paying his duwes, and slipping him
my spare pages. Only undsr extreme ecircumstances can I sse any
excuse for being unable to produce 8 or 12 pages per YEAR..and
(_ 1f such a case can be proved to exist, then the OE, Chairman,
) or what have you, should have the discretionary powers to cope
O with it°

HUNGHY.-. A well pruduoed interior spollt by a rusty—nail cover,
Shamee.... I se¢ that Sandfield is still kicking jazz around,
his reference to Arthar Strang reminded me of. one story by thag
-——-author Calleds'1,000 Miles and Hour!, it was a hard cover
present to - me at a tender age. The ploc concerned a ponl of
water discovered in S, America, which when anything was dipped
(O in it, gravity was nullified., -An neroplane was built us ing
(‘ this principle..involving spraying the liquid on wonden balls:
 which liftsd the craft..an air jet dried them out
for descent...horizontal flight was achieved on - i {g-«
(O the downward glide, and rcached 1,000 mph...Strang i a
had cebyviously never heard of sonic or thermal -
‘barriers.,..Even so, I.refuge to admit s-f and
jazz have anything in commorn. 'A Pay With The
Beatsg',.,.this was right out of ‘my orbit..I didn't O

know whether it was a farce, or intended to /Ag _ 4

be true - if the latter, Ghn help 'em, The N '

be st thing in the issue was Mercer's plece _ ‘ ;Q;E
on welcoming Bruce....why doesn't ih Ches A =

produce more- stuff like this 79?2

CONVERSATION,13 What a fuss to make about i

those words (yup I managed to read.m:tl:x.e\')ijEI MM
and assuage my curiousity)..on the: W (

other hand, I'm not in favour of an

L%:



off-colour words in gensral circulation, but I'm also i

aware that o full scale semantic <iscussion could
swing around this point, so I'll leave 1t. What 1s
wrong with Gene Duplantier's art 2? *“¢ obviously hes
tslent, but d-esn't developr it,.sce thal horrible
illo desecrating page 7. I Con't profess to cope at
all well with figure work, but I could beat that thing
with its out cf rroaportion figure...give him 50 lashes,
The 1little red-men on page 9 arc far more satisfying
-~y 28 they don't set out to be more than they are. More
of em, anZ lc¢ss duplanticr..his ce~ver was far Tetter
though a trifle t-oo meaty frr me, and crart from its gory
aspect, the bacover the best ~f the lot,

%\

SCOTTISHE Luvverly cover,,.Nope, didn't send imis a cory..
never thunked of it,.hast zot his latest adress, ns I bzllave
he has moved, Beautiful rr~duction,.briun Jorden tells me that
you have o special arrangement with Gestetner tn abtain ink at
12/9 a tube rather than arcund 19/~ {Yes I bought a 1nad of
Brian's 10 bob stuff) W®What about sprsoding the gon..and if it
1s a purely local offer, can yru get me a load of red, at the
same price 99 WAW was interesting, thoush not very nostalgic,
I much preferrred Varley's 'Camp Dazy'...Varley is a sort of
qulet atom brmb,..the poor man's Mel ashworth,..lash him tc
the typrewriter full time. I agree with ywa whinleheartedly on
enjoying EFR, yet finding modern s-f full of cardboard people,
I agree even more wher you ccstigate the current yen for the
simple life,..why deoes 1t never rain, snow or get cold in these
pastoral idylls 2 Me, I rather relax on o studio cruch and
read a @nnd bock, then hunp around on 2 bumpy streten of damp
grass and sing folk songs whilu a c¢oll breoze blows down my
neck., As to your remarks about the latest F&SF...Ethel take

¢ ighty-six house points, I couldn t ayree with you mcre.

40UNDS.5 1I'm afraid the blue ditto work is rather ~ikid to
rcad, but is an oceurntional hazurd of this work. You ask
why we (Eriec and I) no longer publish o gunzine...well, as you
know, Eric does (BASTION,.ndvt}. Actually, TRIODE™ would still
be appearing, but Eric rather jumwmed the gun, When I cot
engaged, I told Eriec that work on Priode might get held up
indefinitely, and the $tly schedule wrald have te 7o pocp. Eric
mist hove taken this as 2 gentle hint that TRIODE was through,
and the next thing I heard was he'd courced Norman
into Bastion, This rather sulted me, but had it not
oceurred, TRIODE would £ ill be = rearing. On the
cther hand, a genzine dres tis you drwn a trifle as
you owe something to subbers..,with BRE, I can go my
own sweet way, 4&nd now to your pell.
1, Y28 T would accept $L1,000 (-r cguivalent) per
month, and I would use it NOT to» tens fit
sceclety (except indirectly and unintentionally)
but purely tc further my nobties, I'd make more
amateur movies, ..and do merc ameteur pubting of
e generelly higher (yrinted) level., T wouldn't
set out to benefit socicty, for several reasons,
[2ens ™ME wiTw19s)
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By and large, I énn't think society is werth wasting timg on,
Mor¢over, if large scale culbturael type orpanisations can t @o
ruch (UNESCO, BBG etc) wha am I to fritbter my £1,000 o month
away ¢ ’

2+ Would I want to survive a nuclear woer 72 4 difficult question
anc¢ since an adequate visualisation of either casec is virtually
impossible, I'm inclined to vote frr 1ife, rather than give up
without a strugcle,..otherwise, why not cut cne's throat right
now ? Library Notes..tlme rermitting, I think these are a geod
idea, but I just couldn't start on mine (someday I hore to make
up 1 catalogue) but from where I sit, I can see 4 sets of
Lneyelopedlas, 10 vols, 10 vols, 8 vols and 6 vols., Conquest of
Space rubs sh~ulders with the 3 vols of 'Aireraft of the Fizhting
Powers' Then Leroy Haugsrucd's cat book rests beside 'The Dook

of Planta' and 'The Book of Animals! 'Mathematics for the Million
"Intermecdiate Physics!!'Calculus Made Basy! and so on, .. .my tostes
arc catholic. Yes, my US spacc superiority project was meade
before shepar d I believe,,.but Shepard wasn't part of the upsurge
I predicted,,.that is t+ comc whon S&t vrn, Apollo and Hova get
rolling ond Dyne Soar and 4LSP supply muinocuvrability in space,
ioul I go up iIn a capsule 2?2 This is an cagy to answer question
but not so easy to answer hone stly..however, hore goes, Tf you
had asked me ten years apo, (Fewer rrey hairs) and said Ywill

you go in 1961 2" I'Q have said 'yes!, and basked in all the
publiclty for ten years...the last onc would have been an apFaony
of aprrehension, and hope that the fli~ht would have to be fully
and irrevecably cancelled for gome reason beyond my ot rol, so
that T could stay earth Lownd without loss of face....If such a
reason did not materialise, then I wnuld be ton scared to brok
out...s0 I'd go...chewing my noils all the way. Dnes that answer
your guestion ?

alMBIE,7 I amee with your sub heading Archie. Gee, you're a
crummy poet.....how about a review of Erg sometime huh 2

MORPH Tt's good to see ynu back John...let's have more of Fau
huh ? Whoa back therc...I'm not agin EFR..he 1is one of ny top
four authors (with Heinlein, Smith and Campbell) I think his
Sinister Barrier is terrific, his Dreadful Sanctuary only & mite
less so. 'Metamorphosite! is a great favourite of mine, as is
'Hobbyist! and a host of others,..my quibble is that of recent
years, he has got in a rut...entertaining, meybe,.but still a
ruts E.g. Wisecracking omniscisnt Earthman celudes stupid
aliens who are ton liberal and loric minded, Now you list how
mony such yarns Russell {and 4nvil) Have written on that theme
in the last ten years, and sve if I'm right. I found tEye Balls
fascinating, and would 1like to read more in this vein..and can
you recommend any bonk which tell y~u the mechanies of writing
and submitting a book to & publisher 2 Lower your lLead, after
your comrents on RC's, the brickbats will fly...I'm on your side,

THE WALL Although in faveur of this idea, this noartiam Inr
epIsode put me off owing to the cuping anc lack of illes..it also


illos..it

verged on the frantie.....wns it composed on stencil ¢ 13

ViGARY,14 is without coubt, the best and most menty (in both
TiteraTl and figurative sonse) in the riailing,  So mucek so

that I!'11 NOT have space to comment on all that caught my eye.
I didn't care for the cover, but that is the m ly weak polnt.
Carmp Creozy proved rather a let down, as after the rrevious
instalment, T had expocted seome 1ngical explanaticn (foreign
spic¢s hidden in the bascment, ~r loeal rcal estate ren trying
to drive ypu away so he could buy the rreperty before the rail
roacd came through)...Instcad, the lerieal explanation is over
in a few lines...'someone cnllecd up o demon and couldn't ge

it back in the jom-jar' I'm surrrissd to have that coming from
¥y Dobbis, T thourht you were tor level headed tn take that
line, Personclly, T do 0T believe in demons, prssessinn and
the black magie witbhheraft kick, s» T refuse tn settle far sueh
o £1ib explanation, Why not puhbilish the name 4 the camp and
see what other Gemmon travellsd bnda kave to say 9 Fersonally
I feel thie ws 2 hnox tyre orticlc., -n- ¢ y~ur corments on
obscenitiea (paze 13) I'm fully in asreoment with you..we all
know these words..we may sven uac 'em unler certain circu- -
stances and in cur own litfle in-, rour..but that docsn't wesr
they are words which we use mywhere and sverywhere, Going to
the extreme of guch arpument, why don't such gbusers of language
follow the principle that :siree we rmst all exerete, why not

do so in publie, I'm wlth pu in kecping Ompa clean. Many ta's
for the New Zcoland acddross...Keilth is in the throes cf comp-
nsition right now...pore one e mpleted, and pagse two praving
hord work, Ilad I not given him an LliLeard, vour nephew would
have got 1little more than a pe I foar, -9-o- Your treatment

of the Rev Wray was superbd,,I :nt nis screed, anc lropyed it

in the WPL., Zric and I 4id toy with the idea of asking him why
he &idn't use his system to make him rich, but never got off the
Jround with it. TOF OV THE MAILING TO VOU,

PARLAFANALIG It was niec to see ths con skateh in print, but

in futurc skotehes, pleasc omit the singing rarts,..unless you

have a real singing voice, the audicnes £all te enjoy the words

ewing to an agony of ayrrchinsion and sympathy with the singer,

Ethel &id her very coura-uous must, Y1t I was in acony for her
the whole time,

OFIIDILN, ,and welcore tn Jmra..liked yur
heading, .js/was 1t Qdone Ly sheding plates cum
letsers 2 1 woaafnscinated with a der whose
name is snhciscr, “ut rete called Ducdweiscr
for short..the' usunliy called 'Buddy’, and
registerced s Tudweissr XV1...dresn't the
pe~r thing wenoorvho he is ¢ Tha.ks far the
kind words on the 1lleas,.%y this time putll
have /ot the stuff I mailed you..hope ym

like 1t.




'V JETSTREAM.2, Duping was rather rough, but
‘the fllos on page 4 intripucd me,.did you
use sandpaper as a cking sheet, or werc
the Zdark areas cut out with n knife 2
Bither way, it could prove useful if it
can he controlled-o- Likecd the movie
review,.now I know I don't wart to see
the ilim,

TaLD) T rate the art work very highly,
and enjoyed we~-visiting San kemo even
if only in print, 'Due Lemon-snda'! and
like that,

DRIAN BURGESS. .Congratulations on putting
out one of the most enterprising OHPA
ldeas in many a decade..meilins from Hel,
I was furious to find our postman had
tried to removed the lovely stamp...and
having torn each corner beyond repair,
gove 1t up as a bad job,

EDDIE

AND FROM OUTSIDE OMP4 CAME : -

IES SPINGE (so cunningly dispuised as Hyphen, that I turned

to Val and said,..."Looks as thousth Willis has pot another

editor to produce '-!' for him"), Well produced, three

colours (of paper) Intercsted in yrur views on 'Hidden

Persuaders' and ade rtising in gencral,..like many other thinges,

advertising 1s with us tr stay...and 1lil¢ mny other things, as

long as the vast majority of the public is morenic (remember

that near 50% sub normal rate) in some sphere we'll have to

live with such stuff...beforec = medné points out thst a majority

can't be below 50%, let me point out that I didn't say thet

it was,...I saicd the ra jrrity of neople were moronic on something
I'm moronic on fonthiall and jazz f'r instance..on the nthor

hand, nish on 50% of the the rublic is belew normal in brel n

powcr.,.put the twn tegether, and advertising has ssmething for

nearly everyone.

WHATSIT,1, Boasts a multi coleur (paint job) cover, and apain
emanates from Ken (I'm golng gafia for a while ) Chesglin...is
really an Ompazdne, buil arrived with the aslo-rans...please o
quarto for number two huh 7,,.it s casicr te handle, and won't
give the OE a fit, Hove wabtchod that TV 'Tencil and Paper! and
become Infuriatedby that knec showing female who reads off the
solutions in the bored manner as if saying; "Here's how I wo rked
them out"...bet she couldn't count her fingers, Candid Camera
ranged from 90% ridiculous 8% cntertaining and 2% of the
sublime,...remember Houth tryin: t» fly ¢ The Lady warned not
to put firelirhters near a naked flame 2 The locked denr through
which Routh passed a pair of steps to enable the bloke outside
to clamber through the skylijht ? For real entertainment, I
put "Malgret'! and Hancock at the top of my list...they're the
only prograorimes we watch.,

Ken's address.. .18 New Farm 1d,, Stourhridre, @orcs




PARSECTION,.,8, UGeo. C., Willick, 856 East St., Madison? Indl ana

ard if you want to sub...I'm the UK agent, and 1% will cost
you 6/- for.6 issue (published every 45 days...now work out
why that gestetion perlod) Tar has 20 LEAUTIFULLY produced
(Photolith ?) pages. Containg an analysis daefying plece of
peculiar dialogue by Harlend Bllison arnd Joo Hensley -o-
Reflections on s-f ant Guafio by Parker (RRon) on n 'whithering
note ... -0~ Numnerous DNE corments on the proposced an awards
-o~0 and a lettercol...how can ywu losc ot a bob athrow ?..
. .anc if you still wont more, Sam Lundwall contributes an
article on a 'Fake Fon in: Swedcn', .
s, BANE ,5, Vic Ryan, 2160 Sylvan Bia,,
Springfield Illinois. 32 bheautifully
g cuped and well 1lloed prges. Vichas
o . . Zaddress is dus to changs soon, so watch
PORP “Zout for the news, NVarion Bradley has
¢an intered ing article on the 'Ultimate
/ﬂ;‘/ TAGE < Fanzine',,and I'm pleased to secthat

-

E8ele

?ffg we both HATE sloppy production, Cob
Aﬁﬁéi == Tucker has somethinz I dldn't dig.

o *Hiarry Warner + Lecok ieviews * fanfiction
\L;r;;% g; a letterenl, «ll combine to make this

=N ' F AL = o zine werth having.

e

SCRIDRIE.7. Colin freemun/Ward,3/8cotton Danks Eospital/
Ripley Rd./ Kusresborourh/Yorks. 1C pares, Atom Cover, dut
sadly lackins in layout and interior illes. 4 serious
sditorial mns smack up arainat a whacky type pseudo letter
col with no other warning than a typed heading on the sscond
page. This 80lid juxtapesition contimues throughout thes mag.,
anéd thus malws for heavy reading...if you can steel yjurselfl
to dig in, the result is worth it, out how much better it
woulé be, if the layout made you ksen to dig in, A magazine
which can bs made worthwhile with o little more work,

ESPRIT, Vol.2 No.5 Darhne Tmckmaster/ 8 buchanan St.
Kirkecudbright/Scotland., 38 papes with virtuelly no illos,
make this a trifle forvidding, Material is Intellectual; and
if you want faan gtuff, this Ilsn't your masazine. On the other
hand, if you savour serious dlscussicn on just ahout any
topic uncer the sun, Es-rit iz your haven..sample s here
include :=!Thouzhts on Thinkins Machines'...!'Frivate Hell of
¥Kinpglsey imis...Supcrman encient and Modern, and a host of
nther material 1/6, ~r 20 cents, and contributions welcome,

IES SPINGE (Whoever he 1s)12 Telmont rnc, Welleseots, Stour-
BPridege/ worces. 18 pages of rather hit/miss dupling, and this
cne 1s on the 'faant! side. iion Iennest exnlains how tn
convert your mongle inte a2 fan press..with the help of the
lino from the Prgt Office flenr. LTichtman has a gn~d piece on

I



L

the heme movie fan ,.I enj~yed the piece, ut z2s 2 hrme movie
maker, I am maliling Tink o time Lemb.. Srin ¢ 1s annther »f
those zinss which lnsesa 1nt Liv its a;;ear:nce..»lick it ur

a btit, and y~u hoave o wimner,

THEN s~me crmment-zines wrived, s~ here ~oes 1=

S1Zuit fro iruce surn,.Thankee f~r the kind words, and I like you
too,

[ LETHERINGS, .You're not ~bominable, Ethel, I was just agreeing
that the gensralisation had seme rrounds in my ~wn experience,
F'r instance, Yorkshiremen are regutel tn like cricket ..I don't.
PABK RaT..JIm Groves haa the peculiar theory that hs isntt

golng to cemment on everythine,..if he wcesn't review it, then
he probably enjoyed it, but it elicited nn other rE"ction...ﬁmm
core, Jim,.dn ym only cnmnent when roused to Gisagrese 2 I
should.have though a word of Qprr»clution mirht hove helped the
strugsling faned ton know he's aprrecinted

DRENNSCHLUSS++'HICE RBogsn't have a review in it, and is gend

b}

ANYMY.e0.2and Ken I'ntter's farewell to Ompo,.a sad day.

4AXE, The Tulletin ~f the Willis Fund, is putlished by Larry

and Nnoreen Shaw, from 18 Grant Ploce. Staten Isliznd.6, NY.
It features news and views in the Faemac/3kyrack traZition, and
1s in n~n way inferior tn sither,

4NCIENT MYSTERIES (puklishec hy the Mar-Vel-Us Fell~wship) is

2 swanml-~rldlen plece of tull, the gs~1le purpnsse, thinly veiled
seems tn get my S5 dnllars frr the first mrnthly lesson, plus
further drllnns of dollars for 'Thankg! NYET!

HAVERINCGS Nn,8 from Ethel (nct arnmina®ble Lindsoay) is another
Eplstls from the Exesllent Ethel, and contains an anaylsis/revue

cum c~mment of fanzines received te cdate,..2 srrt of full sgcale

editinn ~f this enlum., .but hetter harndled, Werth filin: frr

completists, apart from its Intrinsic rmerit,

raQJBECT KT SHOW LULIETIN from NjO Triimble, 2790 #.8th St

Ins Anceles, Callf, Tein~ a e-mplete and fascinating breakdowm
nf the Lrt Show at the Titte~n. I was cropled t~ see thaot Dave

& Ruth Kyle had kindle exhibited a painting which I hau given
tn Ruth, Details here fnr NEXT year, you ﬂrtists.

Space for deep-bred hin- btrinss us tn LU BEYE, from Helrmut Klemm
16 Uhlandstrosse TUtfard/Mick, (22a) Xrs. Pﬁers, #. Sermany,
Super Quortn size, and with cver 30 well Guned pa €s. DE could

use neater rarsing and 2 few mnre illos, Materinl on the othsr

hand 1s well vorled anC invernationzl., T rorticulnrly sninyed
Gin nrfts account nf the Tritish fen he hag encrunte re

AND T3S YOUi LOT |



